BUFFALO RIVER WATERSHED ALLIANCE
FAQS

Buffalo River below Grinder’s Ferry, Summer 2013

“Hog factory farming no longer threatens the
Buffalo National River (BNR), right?”
Yes and no. On June 13, 2019, following more than six
years of efforts by thousands of Arkansans, Governor
Hutchinson announced closure of C&H Hog Farms, a
6,500-head Confined Animal Feeding Operation (CAFO)
or swine factory farm, and called for a permanent
moratorium on such operations in the BNR watershed.
The closure process must be monitored closely before
we can say that the threat is removed. ADEQ will want
to hear from you in two upcoming comment periods:
• Closure plan to clean-up the CAFO site
• Permanent CAFO moratorium in the BNR watershed
"Don’t water quality studies report that the Buffalo
River and Big Creek are fine? What’s the problem?"
The National Park Service, U.S. Geological Service, state
funded research, and the Karst Hydrogeology of the
Buffalo National River address surface water and
groundwater quality. All concur that cumulative
degradation is growing. In 2018, 14 miles of the BNR
and 15 miles of Big Creek were added to EPA’s draft
303(d) list of impaired waters.
“Are tourists ruining the river?”
The National Park Service (NPS) has monitored water
quality of the BNR since 1985, with no correlation
found between visitor numbers and E. coli in the river.
Tests revealed the main sources of bacteria and waste
entering the river are from its tributaries.

“What is Legacy Phosphorus and how does it affect
the Buffalo River's future?”
Legacy phosphorus is a residue from over application of
swine waste that attaches to soil particles. It is
released by floods or rainfall and carried underground
to lodge in crevices, or into the river where it builds up
in gravel bars. Over time it washes out, providing a
long-term food supply for algae that can cover the
river, making recreational uses unappealing or
impossible. When the algae decays, the river’s oxygen
gets depleted endangering fish and other wildlife.

Algae on the Buffalo between Gilbert and Maumee, Summer 2016

“It’s my property! Why can’t I do anything I want?”
Property rights end at the property line. Actions that
threaten neighbors whose livelihoods depend on clean
waterways, springs and drinking water wells, and that
make downwind air unbreathable, are not okay.
Hundreds of family businesses in this rural watershed
rely on a clean, healthy, and scenic BNR to survive.
“Are fans of the Buffalo River against farming?”
No. Sustainable agriculture and tourism can coexist.
What drives this controversy is concern for the Buffalo
River and the threat posed by swine CAFOs in the
porous karst terrain of its watershed.
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Buffalo River Watershed Alliance: working to
preserve and protect the Buffalo National River forever

buffaloriveralliance.org
Friend us on Facebook!

